
Welcome to the Raider Pride Band! 
Beginning Band Expectations 

 
 
Band students meet during the school day for 50 minutes. This time will be spent learning how to 
play and care for our instruments. In order to be the best musician possible, it is very important 
for band students to practice at home for 15-30 minutes each day. Spending time with music at 
home reinforces the concepts learned in class; practicing develops good habits and work ethic. 
Playing an instrument should be fun, and practicing makes playing easier and more exciting!  
 

Performances 
Our 6th grade band students will have the opportunity to perform at four different events 
throughout their first year in band. Performances are the culmination of all the hard work 
students put into playing their instrument and are required for every student. These performances 
include: 
 

● Winter Concert (December) 
● Solo Contest (late March/early April) 
● 6th grade band contest/festival (May) 
● Spring Concert (May) 

 
As soon as dates are set, we will notify the students and families. Prior to concerts, beginners 
will have after school rehearsals with all 6th grade band students to practice as a full group. 
Dates and times will be provided.  
 

Buying/Renting an Instrument 
 
Practicing on a quality instrument in good working order is essential to being a successful 
musician. When students rent, lease, or purchase an instrument, it is crucial to acquire one that 
enables success. A list of recommended instruments is available in this packet. Please contact a 
band director with any questions regarding the condition or quality of the instrument you are 
considering.  
 
With all personal instruments, it is recommended that the instrument be insured through your 
homeowner’s policy or through a private company. Sunnyvale ISD and the Sunnyvale Band 
Program will not assume liability for maintenance or damage of personal instruments.  
 



If your student is having difficulty with a damaged instrument, inform a band director. Usually, 
repairs are small and can be done in a few minutes. All band directors (especially in Sunnyvale) 
have good knowledge of instrument repair, and if we can’t fix it immediately, we can give the 
information necessary to get a repair done.  
 

School Owned Instruments 
Due to cost, SISD will furnish the following instruments to students for use: Oboe, Bassoon, 
French Horn, Euphonium, Tuba, and large Percussion instruments. Students must provide their 
own accessories such as mouthpieces, drumsticks, mallets, reeds, valve or rotor oil, and cork 
grease. Specific lists will be provided by instrument.  
 
Students are responsible for the care and function of the instrument in their possession. Students 
are expected to return instruments at the end of the year in the condition that they were issued. 
Repairs for damage beyond regular wear-and-tear will be the responsibility of the student. 
 

Music Companies 
The provision and repair of Sunnyvale ISD’s band program is largely handled by two music 
companies: Williamson Music Co. and McKay Music Co. These companies have a long history 
of excellence and service with our band programs, but they are not the only source for 
instruments in our area. Below is a list of other approved companies in the area. Please be sure to 
request the instruments and supplies on the recommended list provided by Mrs. Cull.  
 
Brook Mays Music Company 
5756 LBJ Freeway 
Dallas, Tx 75240 
Kevin Vaughn, representative 
469-386-5762 
 
Lone Star Percussion 
10611 Control Place 
Dallas, Tx 75238 
214-340-0835 
 
McKay Music Company 
35 W Interstate 30 
Garland, Tx 75043 
Matt Childers (214)794-4752 
972-240-0074 (store) 



 

Private Lessons 
Private lessons are taught by area teachers who specialize in one instrument. We strongly 
encourage all students to take private lessons. Though not required, lessons are crucial to a 
student’s in-depth understanding of their instrument. Lessons move at the individual student’s 
pace, and ensure that each student gets the one-on-one instruction that is less available during 
band class. Private teachers offer one thirty-minute lesson for each student per week. The fee is 
$18 per lesson, paid directly to the lesson teacher.  
 
A listing of our current lesson teachers is located at the following link 
 
http://www.sunnyvaleisd.com/site/default.aspx?PageID=1486 
 
If you have trouble finding a private teacher, let us know. Before and after school help is 
available every day. Please check with us to confirm scheduling with a private teacher. If you 
have questions, don’t hesitate to ask! 
 

 
We are so excited to have your student with us in the Sunnyvale Raider Pride Band! We know 
your student will enjoy themselves immensely, and we look forward to a fun, successful year! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jessica Cull  
jessica.cull@sunnyvaleisd.com 
 
Mark Conaway 
mark.conaway@sunnyvaleisd.com 
 
Michael Royer 
michael.royer@sunnyvaleisd.com 
 
 
“Keep your face always towards the sunshine, and the shadows will fall behind you.” 
-Walt Whitman 
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